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BELIEVE that the Sacred 
Writings of the old and new 
Teſtaments, are the very Word 
of God, given by the Inſpira- 
e tion of God the Spirit, infalli- 
comm bly conducting the Penmen 
thereof; and that they are the only Rule of 
Faith and Practice ; containing all things ne- 
cellary to be believed for Salvation, and all 
things needful to be done in the Way of Salva- 
tion. From thence mult all our Doctrines flow, 
thereon they mult be built, thereby they muſt 
be proved; if not, they ought to be rejected: 
For from thence the Man of God, may be 
thoroughly furniſhed with the Knowledge of 
every good Work, and be made ſufficiently 
Wiſe unto Salvation, thro' Faith in Chriſt. 

I believe, that nothing ought to be added 
to, nor taken from thoſe Sacred Oracles ; but 
in the Interpretation thereof, I believe it to be 
our indiſpenſible Duty, to give the Holy Spi- 
rit the Honour of his own Prerogative, to wit, 


\ A in 


2 ] 
in Explaining of his own Word, which is to 
explain Scripture by Scripture ; for the Holy 
Ghoſt is certainly the beſt Interpreter of his 
own Meaning; and no Scripture is of private 
Interpretation, 

I alſo believe, according to theſe Divine 
Oracles, that a right and ſaving Underſtanding 
of them, is only by the Illumination of the 
Spirit of God, that gave them, on whom we 
ought always to depend for the (ame. 

I believe, according to the Holy Scriptures, 
that there is One, and but One only living and 
true God, whom I believe to be an infinite, 
eternal, and incomprehenſible Spirit, a neceſ- 
ſary independent Being; receiving his Being 
and Exiſtence of none, but hath it eternally in 
and of himſelf; on whom alone all other 


Beings do depend, from whom they all receive 


their different and diſtinct Exiſtence; and on 
whom they all have their Dependance for their 
daily Subſiſtence, who is eternally and eſſenti- 
ally poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfections; eſſen- 
tially good, gracious, and merciful, as alſo 
holy, juſt and true; immutable, omnipotent, 
omniſcient, omnipreſent, a moſt wiſe and ab- 
ſolute Sovereign, always doing according to 
his Will, both in the ſuperior and inferior 
Worlds, being accountable to none for his 
Sovereign Proceedings. | | 
I farther believe, according to the written 
Word of God, that in this Godhead there is a 
Trinity of Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
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Ghoſt ; diſtin& as touching their Perſonal Cha- 


raters and Properties, in the Divine Oecono- 
my, but not divided as touching their Godhead, 


| j but are one and the ſame God; three as touch- 
ing their Perſonal Characters, therefore a Tri- 


nity ; yet not three Gods but One, therefore 
a Unity : One God, therefore a Unity ; yet not 


one Perſon but Three, therefore a Trinity; 


diſtin& as to perſonal Subſiſtence, therefore 
Three, yet not divided as to Subſtance, there- 


fore but One; one is not the Perſon of the 
2 other, therefore diſtin& ; yet the Deity of the 
one, is the Deity cf them all, therefore not 
divided: One neceſſary Self-exiſtence, therefore 


but one God; Three neceſſary Self- ſubſiſtences, 
therefore three Perſons. In this divine, incom- 
prehenſible, and adorable Myſtery, I believe 
there is neither prior nor poſterior, ſupreme nor 
ſubordinate, but that they are in eſſence one 
and Co-eternal, and Equal in Will, Power 


| and Glory, and all other Divine perfections 


whatever. 
Thus alſo I believe, according to the Scrip- 


tures, that God, for the Eternal Glory of his 
own Name, hath by the Eternal immanent 
Acts of his own Will, unchangeably pre-ordained 
Whatever comes to paſs in Time, or ſhall come 
to paſs eternally, when Time ſhall be no more: 


I likewiſe believe, that there is not the leaſt 
Thing comes to paſs, againſt, or contrary to, 


but with the Will and Decree of God; a Spar- 
row falls not to the Ground without his Will 
A 2 and 
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and Decree, and the very Hairs of our Heads 
are all numbered, and all Contingences, what- 
ever, were unalterably fixed on, in the eternal, 


inabortive Womb of the Divine Will and 
Decree. 

In like manner I believe, that there is a Di- 
vine, and over-ruling Providence, that guides, 
over-rules, and directs all Things to their pro- 
per predeterminate Ends, the higheſt of which, 
is the Glory of God, to which End all Things 
are directed by an inviſible and ſecret Hand, 
that never fails to ſubject all things thereunto ; 
fo daily fulfils the moſt Holy Decrees of the 
Divine Being, either by an effective, or per- 
miſhve Providence, either effecting of all Good 
himſelf, (that is really ſo both in Grace and 
Nature,) or permitting of all Evil as ſuch, to 
be brought to paſs by others, but ever over- 
rules it to his own Glory and Praiſe. 

Moreover I believe, that the right Uſe to be 
made of divine Decrees, and the over-ruling 
Providence of God, ſeeing that they are Secrets 
to us, is, in all reſpects to be found, in the 
Way of our Duty as rational Creatures, in con- 
forming to the revealed Will of God, in order 
to preſerve the Life, Health, Strength and 
Eſtates, both of ourſelves and others; and alſo 
to endeavour the ſpiritual Lite and Salvation, 
both of our own Souls, and the Souls of others ; 
and thus in the way of Duty, to leave the Iſſue 
to the Lord, and to his Sovereign Will and 
Pleaſure, in the Courſe of his all-wiſe . 
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dence: For although God has fore-ordained 
whatever comes to paſs, and in his Providence 
brings all things to paſs, exactly according to 
that Pre- ordination; yet it is not our Province, 
to ſit idle, or be careleſs, but to uſe the ap- 
pointed Means, believing that the Means is preor- 
dained, as well as the End, and the Means ap- 
pointed to bring the End to paſs, 

I likewiſe believe, that God executes his 


Decrees in and by the Works of Creation, in 


the Courſe of his Providence ; therefore Crea- 
tion, that admirable Product of Divine Power, 
muſt come on; to the end that Divine Decrees 
might not be fruſtrated, nor God diſappointed 
of his deſigned Glory therein, which made 
Creation neceſſary. 

I therefore believe, that God, Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, did in the Beginning, 
bring all Things into being, out of nothing, 
and that by the Word of his Almighty and 
irreſiſtible Power; and then in the Space of 


ſix Days, did bring the whole Creation into its 


beautiful Form and Order, in all the Crea- 
tures, by the ſame Word of his Power; for he ſaid 
and it was done, he commanded and they obey'd, 
and ſtood forth in their proper determinate 
Being, Form, and Order; and then took a 
Glorious condeſcending Survey of the Works 
of his Hands, and behold all was very good, 
nothing imperfect, or of imperfection came out 
of his pure Hands, and ſo always continues to 
uphold all Things, and preſerve them in 

their 


1 
their proper appointed Being, Form, Order, 
Place and Station, by that very Word of his 
Power. 
I alſo believe, that whatever was created 
was mutable, ſubje& and liable to many Viciſ- 
ſitudes and Changes; that neither Angels nor 
Men, were, or could be created immutable, 
Immutability being not the Property of a created, 
but of an uncreated Being alone, namely, God 
himſelf, who never changes in his Being, nor va- 
ries in his Will, tho' he alters in the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence, according to his Will. 
I therefore believe, that the Angels, tho 
they were created in perfect Purity, yet were 
mutable, and chargeable with poſſible Folly; 
and being mutable, and liable to Change, ſome 
of them were in a moſt ſovereign, diſcriminat: 
ing Manner, confirmed in their Original, Cre: 
ated, Purity and Perfection by the Lord, who 
are called Elect Angels; while the Reſt being 
left by a Sovereign Being, (who may do what 
he will with the Work of his Hand,) upon 
meer Creation Bottom, and not ſo confirmed 
as the other ; they wilfully fell from this their 
firſt Eſtate and Habitation, by ſinning againſt 
God, for which they are reſerved in Chains of 
darkneſs, unto the — — of the great Day; 
from whence they can never be recovered, be- 
cauſe a Sovereign Being hath not willed it; they 
falling, have not the Lord to raiſe them up 


again. | 
. 1 alſo 
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I alſo believe, that Man was created Male 
and Female, that the Woman was taken out 
of Man, both endued with living reaſonable 
Souls, made in the Image of God, in Know- 
ledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, with the 
Law of God on their Hearts, and Ability to 
keep the ſame, having Lordſhip given them 
cover the Works of God's Hands here below; 
but yet mutable Beings, and ſubje& to Change, 
and liable to fall from their primitive State of 
created Perfection: Yet, notwithſtanding this, 


Man came pure out of his Maker's Hands, en- 


tirely free from any Taint of Sin, free from 
any Bent, Biaſs, Propenſity, Inclination, or 
: Diſpoſition thereunto; and had he not come thus 
cut of the Hands of God, a pure and perfect 
Being, but had been created with theſe ; then 
had God been the Author of Man's Sin, as 
creating of him with a corrupt and ſinful Incli- 
nation ; but it was not ſo. 
I farther believe, that God entered intoa Co- 
* venant with Man in this his State of Innocency 
and Perfection, and not with Adam alone, as 
a private Perſon only for himſelf, but covenant- 
ed with him as the public Head and Repreſen- 
tative of all Mankind, and ſo in him, covenant- 
ed with them all at once; the Subſtance of 
2 which Covenant was Life and Death ; Life and 
* Immortality in a State of ſuper-added Felicity, 
it he had ſtood in, and held his Integrity; but 
Death, if he relinquiſhed and fell from the ſame. 
Uf every Tree of the Garden ye may freely 2 
| A only 


152 
only Iexcept (ſays God) the Tree of the Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil: In the Day thou 
eateſt of it, thou ſhalt ſurely die. Adam, no 
doubt, according to 'the Law of his Nature, 
did readily comply herewith ; and it would be 
very irrational to ſuppoſe any other; for he 
who was now in a State of Perfection, with 


the Law of his God on his Heart, could do no 


other but readily comply with, and conſent to 
his Maker's Will; the very Law of his Nature 
bound him to it, and his Perfection and Inno- 
cence forbad a Non-compliance thereto: And 
had he not complycd therewith, and conſented 
thereto, it had been his Sin, but that was in- 
conſiſtent with his now State of Perfection; 


wherein he continued, until he eat of the pro- 


hibited Fruit, and therefore muſt, till then, 


continue in Obedience to his Creator's Will, 


and conſequently in a ready Compliance with 
the Terms and Conditions of this Covenant; ſo 
that, hereupon, it became a perfect Covenant, 
or Compact and Covenant-Agreement between 
God and Man. 

furthermore believe, according to the 
Word of God, that Man being left to himſelf 
as a mutable Being, only upon meer Creation 
Bottom, was deceived and prevailed upon by 
the Woman, to eat of the forbidden Fruit, as 
ſhe was firſt deceived and prevailed on by the 


Serpent to do it; and ſo falling from God, he 


threw! of his Allegiance, turn'd Rebel againſt 


God, took up Arms againſt his rightful Sove- 
reign, 
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reign, fell from his primitive Purity and Glory, 
loſt all original Righteouſneſs, and brought 
himſelf and all his Poſterity into a State of Sin, 
Death, and Condemnation ; and as an inſepa- 
rable Conſequence hereof, all Mankind come 
into the World, as the Natural Deſcendants of 
Adam, both guilty of his Sin, as a Covenant- 
Head, and that by a moſt juſt a& of Imputa- 
tion, founded on, ariſing from, and pronounced 
by, a moſt wiſe, juſt, holy, tho' now a vio- 
lated Covenant of Works; the Sentence where- 
2 of is forenſick, and juſtly denounces Death and 
Condemnation on all for the Breach thereof: 
and alſo in a vile, unclean, and unholy Con- 
dition; as by Generation, Conception, and 
Birth, they proceed from corrupt and ſinful 
Parents, and fo by lineal Deſcent, they derive 
the ſame corrupt Nature from Adam, which 
he had in his fallen and ſinful State. 

I believe, according to the Word of God, 
that in this Caſe, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
he alone, 1s excepted, whoſe humane Nature, 
was not produced by common Propagation in 
Generation, as other Men; but his Conception 
and Incarnation were miraculous, by the mighty 
Power of the moſt High; who, tho' he was 
made like unto his Brethren, yet without Sin: 
2 He was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 
from Sinners; and ſuch an High Prieſt as this, 
and only ſuch an one, became us Sinners, 

Il, firmly believealfo, according to the Word 
of God, that God, from all Eternity, of the 
5 meer 
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meer good Pleaſure of his Will, for the Eter- 
nal Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, has fixed 
on ſome of the fallen Race of Adam, by an 
Act of his Grace within himſelf; and thereby 
bath. choſen them in Chriſt, both unto Grace 
and Glory; to Grace, Salvation, and Holineſs, 
here, and to eternal Felicity, hereafter; immu- 
tably purpoſing to bring them thereunto by 


Jeſus Chriſt; but hath paſſed by the Reſt, hav- J 


ing in the ſame ſovereign good Pleaſure of his 
Will, denied them an Intereſt in this his electing 
Grace and Favour; but for why, is only 
known to God himſelf, nor is it our Province 
to ask the Reaſon of it: Vet moſt certain fo it 
is, as is manifeſt from hence, becauſe the Elec- 
tion of ſome, implies the Preterition and paſſing 
by of the reſt; and being thus paſſed by, and 
not elected, are left unto themſelves, by a 
Sovereign Being, who may deny this Favour to 
whom he will, as being not bound to intereſt any 
of his rational Creatures therein: And thus being 
left unto themſelves, they, as rational Beings, tho 
Veſſels of Diſhonour, do fit themſelves, by their 


own beloved Sins, for eternal Deſtruction; tho 
they act therein in a very irrational Manner, in 


Oppoſition to God and his holy Law; unto which 
Deſtruction for Sin they were appointed, and 
whereunto they come at laſt; for no other 
Cauſe but Sin, and for the Glory of divine 
Wrath and Juſtice, in their juſt Condemnation. 
In like manner I believe, that God did from 
all Eternity, by an Act of Grace within him- 
| MF, 
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ſelf, commonly called, as in the New Teſta- 
ment, Predeſtination, fix on all the Ways, 
Means, Methods, and Inſtruments, whereby, 
and by whom, he would bring this his eternal 
Deſignation in Chriſt to paſs, both in Time 
and to eternity, in the eternal Redemption, 
Salvation and Glorification of his Choſen; which 


Act of Predeſtination, comprehends both the 
End, and the Means conducing thereunto: It 
is that Act of the divine Mind, that hath fo 
connected the End with the Means, and the 
2 Means with the End, that I believe it as poſſi- 
ble for God to ceaſe to be, as for the End and 
2 Means to be ſevered; the End is Salvation, the 
2 Means is Chriſt; the End is Fulneſs of Glory 
in Perfection, the Means is Holineſs in Perfec- 
tion, in order thereunto; yea, this Act of 
7 Predeſtination, extends itſelf in Providence unto 
the Time when, the Place where, the Means 
by which, the Inſtruments by whom, the de- 
2 ſigned Redemption, Regeneration, Juſtification, 
Adoption, Sanctification, final Perſeverance, 
Salvation and Glory, of God's Choſen, ſhould 
Z commence, take Place, and be effectually 
brought to paſs, as is manifeſt from both Teſta- 
= ments, 


I likewiſe believe, as I find it upon Divine 


Record, that God did not foreſee any thing in 
bis Ele&, wherefore he ſhould chooſe them, 
more than in thoſe he hath paſſed by; they 
> were not elected becauſe he foreſaw they would 
believe and repent, and perform new Obedience, 


B 2 but 
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but they were choſen, that they might by his 
Grace have both Faith and Repentance given 
them, and that thro' Grace they might be an 
obedient People. They were not choſen be- 
cauſe he foreſaw they would be holy, but that 
thro' Grace he might make them ſo; for he 
foreſaw no Goodneſs in any of his Creatures, 
but what he himſelf muſt put into them, as ap- 
pears from the following Scriptures, Adds xiii. 
14. Epb. i. 4. 2 Theſſal. ii. 13, 14. 1 
Peter i. 2. Epb. ii. 8, 10. Col. ii. 12. 
Ace v. 31. and xi. 18. and xviii. 27. Titus 
i. 2. 2 Tim. i. 9. Deut. xxx. 6. E2ech. 
xxxvi. 26. Fer. xxxii. 39. 40. 

I farther believe, that God from everlaſting, 
in his infinite Wiſdom, did find out, and fix 
upon, a moſt glorious Way for the Redemption 
and Salvation of his loſt People; a Way where- 
in he hath and will for ever glorify all his di- 
vine Perfections in the fame; which was by no 
leſs than his only, his own, his proper and na- 
tural Son; and did enter into a Covenant with 
him concerning this Thing ; between whom 
and the Father there did a Contract proceed, 
for the Counſel of Peace was, and is yet between 
them both; wherein a Platforme was laid, a 
Method contrived, how God's Choſen ſhould 
be redeemed and eternally Saved, and all the 
Divine Perfections receive their due and proper 
Glory in the ſame ; which was to be accom- 
pliſhed, by the Incarnation, Obedience, Suffer- 

ings. 
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ings, Death, Reſurrection, and Interceſſion of 


the Son of God in our Nature, 


This alſo I belicve, that all the old Teſta- 
ment Promiſes, Types and Sacrifices, Prophe- 
ſies and Predictions, which held forth a Meſſiah 
to come, were all fulfilled in the Incarnation, 
Nativity, active and paſſive Obedience, of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, the Son of the Virgin Mary; 


and that the old Teſtameat Saints, had full 


Pardon of all Sins, Juſtification before God, 
Peace with God, and eternal Salvation, only 


3 by Faith in this very Perſon, his Undertakings, 


Merits, Blood and Righteouſneſs; which was 
not then exhibited for them, whoſe Debts he 
had not then actually paid, whoſe Sins were 
not then actually ſatisfied for, nor was their 
redemption as yet wrought out; yet they then 
received all thoſe Benefits, as fully as we do 
now, upon the Foot ot his Covenant under- 
takings ; ſo that all the old Teſtament-Saints, 
were ſaved in the ſame Way then, as the new 
Teſtament-Saints, are ſaved in now ; and that 
by Grace, thro' Faith in One and the ſame 
Chrift, with an everlaſting Salvation, 

I alſo firmly believe, that God the Word 
was made, or became Fleſh in the Virgin's 
Womb in the Fulnels of Time, according to fe- 
deral Tranſactions antecedent thereunto: And 
this his becoming Fleſh, I believe, was not by 
his deſcending locally from Heaven, to Earth ; 
for that is inconſiſtent with his Omnipreſence as 
God, filling Heaven and Earth at once; but 

that 
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that it was by a Gracious act of Condeſcenſion 
in the Son of God, in aſſuming of the humane 
Nature into an hypoſtatical Union with his 
divine Perſon, which humane Nature ſo aſſum- 
ed, conſiſteth of a true Body and a reaſonable 
Soul, with all their proper Parts, Powers, and 
Faculties; nor do I believe, that he had any 
Part of the humane Nature, either Soul or 
Body, in Union with his divine Perfon, before 
his Incarnation in the Fullneſs of Time ; what- 
ever ſome fanciful and vapoured Heads may 
have imagined. 

In like manner I believe, concerning this 
Perſon, neither a Converſion, Tranſmutation; 
nor a Commixtion of Natures in him; 7. e. the 
Deity is not converted, changed into, nor 
mixed with the humane Nature ; nor is the hu- 


mane Nature converted, changed into, or 


mixed with the divine Nature; but the two 
Natures in CHriſt, to wit, the Godhead and 
the Manhood, remain intirely and for ever diſ- 
tin&, though individually united in one Perſon ; 
ſo that Chriſt is very and eternal God, and 
perfect Man in one Perſon for ever. 

I alſo believe; that God, in the Perſon of 
the Son, or Word, did not aſſume an humane 
Perſon, but an humane Nature only ; for it he 
had aſſumed an humane Perſon, then there had 
been two Perſons in Chriſt, to it, one hu- 
mane, and one divine, ſo conſequently two 
Mediators ; but as he aſſumed only the perfect 
and entire humane Nature, and not an humane 

Perſon, 
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Perſon, ſo I believe that the humane -Nature 
never ſubſiſted alone, but always ſubſiſted in 
Union with the Son of God, -both in, and ever 
from, its firſt Conception ; for if it had ever 
ſubliſted alone, without Union to the Son of 
God, it had been a Perſon in that its perſonal 
Subſiſtence; but as it hath not, nor ever had any 
Z Subſiſtence perſonally of its own ; only what 
it hath by virtue of its Union with the Perſon 
of the Son of God, in which Nature the Per- 
ſonality conſiſteth, and properly reſides; ſo 
® conſequently, Chriſt is but one Perſon in 
two diſtin Natures, and the one and only 
Z Mediator, in both Natures, between God and 
Man for ever. 

I further believe, concerning this myſterious 
2 Perſon, that in this his incarnate State here 
below,, he lived a poor, humble, ſelf-denying 


Life; was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 


with Grief, deſpiſed and rejected of Men; who 
2 tho' he was cternally and ſelf-eſſentially rich, 
the one ſupreme God over all, bleſſed for ever, 
Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth; yet for our 
3 ſakes became poor, in the Nature he aſſumed, 
that we through his Poverty might be eternally 
rich; who, as the Second Perſon in the God- 
head, tho he was God's Equal, and thought 
it no Robbery to claim a full Equality with 
god the Father, as to affirm, that He, and the 
Father are One, and that he was his pro- 
per and Natural Son, implying therein his 
Equality with the Father; yet made W 
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of no Reputation, by taking upon him the eſ- Þ| 
ſential Form of a Servant, who was in the eſ- | 
ſential Form of God ; and was found in Faſhion © 
as a Man, and humbled himſelf, and became 


obedient ,unto Death, even the ignominious 


and thameful Death of the Croſs, whereon he 


bore the Wrath of God for our Sins, as he be- 
fore had undertaken to do. | 


In this his poor and ſuffering State, I believe Y 


he was always doing and ſuffering his Father's 
Will and Pleaſure, was always upon the Exe- 


cution of the Counſel of the Divine Will, ef- 


fecting the great Tranſactions, that were be- 
tween the Father and himſelf, concerning Sin- 
ners; fulfilling the Law in all its Requirements, 
and came under the Curſe and Penalty of it in 
our Stead, had the Guilt of our Sins imputed 
to him, and ſo was apprehended by the Juſtice 
of God, in a moſt juſt and legal Manner for us, 
as our Surety and Sponſor; who had fore- put 
himſelf into, and now really came and ſtood in 
our Law-Place, as the guilty Perſon in our 
Stead by Imputation; Juſtice drew forth its 
Sword of Wrath againſt him, and ſheaths it 
in his precious God-like Soul, in our Stead, 
tho' we deſerved it, and that for ever: God 
lays on him the Puniſhment due to us for Sin, 
takes Satisfaction at his Hands for us, and on 
our Behalf; that we might eſcape the Wrath 
to come : And all this was the very Birth of an 
eternal Counſel, the Execution of divine De- 
crecs, the Accompliſhmeut of divine ang 
an 
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and Predictions, and a full and complete an- 
ſwering of all the Types and Sacrifices under 


the Law; in all Things bringing about, the 
eternal Scttlements of Redemption and Salva» 
tion between the Father and Himſelf, and fo 
* fniſhed the Work that was given him to do. 


By this his active and paſſive Obedience, 


l believe that he wrought out a complete Righ- 
2 tcouſneſs for Sinners, which is the ſole Matter 
© of their Juſtification in the Sight of God; and 


that without an Intereſt in it, there is no 


elcaping the Wrath to come. 


L alſo believe, that for this Righteouſneſs 


Sake alone, God is well pleaſed; for thereby 
only the Law is magnified and made honoura- 
ble, Juſtice entirely ſatisfied, God reconciled 
and made propitious to Sinners, and now the 
God of Peace: Therefore, by the Death and 
Undertakings of Chriſt, God is not as ſome 
teach, to the Diſhonour of Chriſt and his Sa- 
2 crifice; to wit, a placable and reconcilable God, 
but entirely pleaſed with, and reconciled to 


Sinners, for Chriſt's Sake alone; nor needs 
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there any, nor is there any more Sacrifice for 

Fin, but that one Sacrifice of himſelf, once of- 

fered up unto God for the ſame, and that once 
for all. 


Moreover I believe, that the Satisfaction 


, a ade by Chriſt, was an infinite One; for Sin 
was objectively infinite, being committed againſt 
gan infinite God ; God in Juſtice was infinitely 
_ 8 * l L 

Joffended, and it was impoſſible for an infinite 
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Being to be any otherwiſe than infinitely of. 


fended, who is in no wiſe finite, but infinite in 
all his divine Perſections; therefore no lefs than 
an infinite Satisfaction could do for Sin; that fo 
an infinite Being might freely pardon it and 
fave the Sinner, without any Injury done to 
his Juſtice, but to the Honour of that, and of 
all his other infinite Perfe&ions: Nor could 
any leſs than an infinite Perſon make ſuch an 
infinite Satisfaction: Therefore it was abſolutely 
neceſſary, both for the Preſervation of the di- 
vine Honour, and alſo for our Redemption, 
and Salvation, that our Surety ſhould be both 
God and Man in one Perſon; and it was the 
infinite Dignity of his Godhead, that put an 
infinite Value upon his humane Sacrifice, and 


rendered it infinite, and equal to the Offence; ' 


ſo a ſufficient Compenſation, and Atonement for 
Sin. 

Finally I believe, that the Sacrifice and Sat is- 
faction of Chriſt, was not meerly Arbitrary, 


but Necetlary alſo, 7. e. there was an abſolute 
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Neceſſity for it, for the preſerving of the Honoui 1 


of the divine Perſections: For God could not 
(conſiſtent with the Honour of his Juſtice, 
Truth, and Holineſs,) pardon Sin, juſtifie or 
fave one Sinner, without a complete Satisfaction 
for Sin. | 

I alſo believe, that as he was delivered for 
our Offences, ſo he aroſe from the Dead thc 


third Day for our Juſtification, according to 
the Scriptures; continued forty Days on Earth 
after 
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after his Reſurre&ion, then aſcended up into 
Glory, isnow at theright Hand of the Majeſty on 
High, where he appears in the Preſence of God 


/ for us, is our Advocate with the Father, and 
ever lives to make Interceſſion for us; and be- 


cauſe he ſo lives, his redeemed ſhall live alſo; 
who being reconciled to God by his Death, 
they ſhall be ſaved by his Life; and alſo that 


; there the Heavens ſhall retain him, until the 
2 Reſtitution of all Things, and then ſhall he 
come from thence, to Judge both Quick and 


I believe, that Chri/# as our Mediator, now 


ſuſtains a threefold Character, and executes a 
threefold Office; to wit, thoſe of Prieſt, Pro- 


phet, and King; as a Prieſt interceeding for us; 
as a Prophet Illuminating, Teaching, Inform- 
ing and Conducting of us into all neceſſary 
Truth; as a King, Conquering and Subduing 
of us to himſelf, Ruling and Governing of us, 
externally by his Word, and internally by his 
Spirit and Grace, and alſo ſubduing all his and 
our Enemies; theſe he now executes in Glory; 
in order to bring about the Salvation of all his 
Choſen and Redeemed, that are yet behind. 

I believe, there is Salvation, in none but in 
Chrift alone; and that the Salvation which is 
in him is all of Grace, not of or for Works; 
for we are not ſaved according to our Works, 
but according to the purpoſe and Grace of God, 
given to us in CHriſt, before the World began. 
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I farther believe, that though we are not 
ſaved for our Works, yet we are not ſaved 2 
without them: Though Salvation be all of 


Grace through Faith in the Merits of CHriſt, 


and is beſtowed for his Righteouſneſs Sake 1 


alone; yet we are not ſaved without good 
Works accompanying of that Salvation, in them 
that are ſaved; though good Works are not 
neceſſary in order to merit Salvation, yet they 
are neceſſary in the Way of Salvation; for the 
Honour of God our Saviour ; they are the 
Fruits of a true and lively Faith, and they diſ- 
cover a true Chriſtian, as good Fruit makes 
manifeſt the Goodneſs of the Tree; though they 
are not the Cauſe of Salvation, yet they are the 
neceſſary Conſequences and Product of ſaving 
Grce. 


I farther believe, that Man having loſt all | 


his Power, and his Will being corrupted, he 
hath by Nature no Will nor Power to repent 
and turn to God; but that the Work of rege- 
neration is the fole Product of the Spirit of God, 
efficaciouſly working on the Heart of a Sinner, 
by means of the Word, and Goſpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and that Faith and 
Repentance are the ſpecial Gifts of God ; his 
ſovereign and free diſtinguiſhing Favours, 
whereby he maketh one to differ from another. 
I alſo believe, that Man by the fall, having 
loſt all his original Righteouſneſs, has none 
of his own that can anſwer the Demands of 
Law and Juſtice, either for original Sin, ed 
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his actual Tranſgreſſions, but he ſtands expoſed 
to divine Wrath, without an Intereſt in the 
! 3 Rightcouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; which Righte- 
2 ouſneſs was of old, by the free, eternal imma- 
nent Act of Gods Grace, fore- deſigned for Sin- 
ners; was in the Fulneſs of Time wrought out 
or them by Chriſt; is in due time applied to 
them by the Spirit; He working Faith in them 
to look out unto it, lay hold upon it, and put 
it on them as their juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
> > wherein they ſtand accepted of God, unto eter- 
> nal Life; being juſtified therein, by God's free 
Grace- act of Imputation, founded on an ever- 
z laſting Covenant. 
Ü believe, that our Peace with God, and our 
Adoption, flow unto us as the Effects of our 
juſtification by CHriſt; for being juſtified by 
Faith, (not ſubjectively, but objectively) we 
have Peace with God, thro' our Lord Jeſus 
2 Chriſt, and we are all the Children of God by 
Faith, in Jeſus Chriſt: For to as many as re- 
2 ceived him, to them he gave Power to become 
the Sons of God, even to as many as believe 
on his Name; who are Born of God himſclf, 
into the Family of God, and are of the Houſe- 
bold of him their Heavenly Father in Chrift ; 
2 unto which Adoption of Sons, they were pre- 
* ordained in Chriſt, in the Eternal good-plea- 
ſure of the Divine Will. 
Banctification I believe, to be inſeparably 
Connected with Juſtification, inſomuch, that he 
2 Who is Juſtified, is alſo Sanctifed, tho' there 
= is 
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is this Difference to be obſerved, 8. that 
Juſtification is an Act of God's free Grace with- 
out us, freely imputing the Righteouſneſs of 
another to us, unto Juſtification of Life; gra- 
ciouſly accepting of us therein, as compleatly 
Righteouſneſs in his Sight without Works; but 
Sanctification is the Work of the Divine Spirit 
| within us. Juſtification is at once, and that for 
% ever, there is no iterating of it, or falling from 
1 Sanctification is by Degrees; being begun. 
F. | in Regencration, maintained and bro: noht to 
perfection in a progreſſive Manner, by the 
{ame divine Hand that began the ſame. And tho 
it is a Work that is often beclouded, and hid from 
the Believer, when the Graces of the Spirit are 
at a low Ebb as to their Exerciſe in the Soul; 

yet it is a Work that never extinguiſhes in the 

Soul in whom it is begun, but doth again re- 

vive thro' the conſtant Indwelling of the Spi- 

rit of Chriſt, and is brought to Perfection. 
Juſtification is that which frees us from Guilt 

and Condemnation, and entitles us to Salvation 
and Eternal Life, and all the Graces, Bleſſings, 
and Benefits conducive thereunto, even to Sancti- 
fhcation itſelf : But Sanctification, is that which 

frees us firſt from the Dominion of Sin, and in 
Time from the Being of Sin within us; but it 
entitles us to no Spiritual or Eternal Bleſſing, 

but is our Meetneſs for Communion with Gd 
in this World, and fits us for the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light, in the full Fruition of 4 
God in Chriſt, in that State of ſuper-added 
Bleſſednebs | 
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Bleſſedneſs in the future World: So, although 
we do not, with the Papiſts, blend Juſtificati- 
on with Sanctification; yet we believe our Sanc- 
tification, is as neceſſary as our Juſtification, 
and that it is in Vain to boaſt of any of them 
alone; for they ever go together, nor can they 
be ſevered; for what God by an immutable 


Decree in Election hath joined together, there 


is none can part aſunder; and this is the Work 
of God, called Sanctification of the Spirit, 
flowing from God's Eternal Election thereunto, 
thro' the Purchaſe of the Blood of Chriſt, 
which cleanſeth {rom all Sin. As good Works 
are neceſſary in the Way of Salvation, ſo I be- 
lieve, that we are not able of our ſelves to per- 
form them in a right Way and Manner, either 
by the Power of Nature, or Grace in the 
Habit; bur ſtand in need of a freſh Supply of 
(Grace from the Fulnels of Chriſt : Therefore as 
it is our Duty to work out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, yet it muſt be thro' the 
Lord Working in us both to will and to do of his 
g004-plcaſure ; for it is God that worketh all 
our Works in us, without whom, his own 
Diſciples could do nothing. 

[ alſo believe, the final Perſeverance of the 
Saints, as it is certain and infallibly ſecured 


by the Immutability of God in his Love, Will, 


Purpoſe, and Covenant, his Faithfulneſs to his 
Promiſe, the Merits and Interceſſion of Chriſt, 
their Union to him, and the continual Indwel- 
ling of the Spirit; together with the Fulneſs - 
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all Grace and Strength, treaſured up in CHiſt, 
engaged to {ee it effectually brought to paſs. 

I farther believe, that there will be an uni- 
verſal Reſurrection of the Dead, both of the 
Juſt and of the Unjuſt at the laſt Day. 

Moreover I believe, that there will be a 
General and Final Judgment; that God in 
Chriſt, will be Judge both of Quick and Dead 
at his Appearing and Kingdom; that all ſhall 
appear before the Judgment-Scat of Chriſt, and 
every one be judged and rewarded according 
to the Deeds donc in their Bodies, whether 
Good or Evil ; that the Righteous ſhall be 
received into the Boſom of Eternal Glory, 
where they will be for ever with the Lord ; 
but the Wicked ſhall be ſentenced to Eternal 


Puniſhment, under the infinite and inconceiv- 


able Wrath of an incenſed God. | 
I alſo believe, that now, when the Righte- 
ous Die, their Souls are immediately with 
Chriſt, in Glory, where they ſhall abide till 
they come at the laſt Day, to reaflume their 
own proper Bodies, as raiſed from the Dead, 
in which they dwelt while in this World: 
And that the Wicked as ſoon as they Die, 
their Souls go immediately to their Judge, and 
receive their Doom to thcir appointed Place of 
endleſs Perdition, there to remain till they 
come at the laſt Day, to take their Bodies 
again, wherein they reſided in this World, 
and merited the ſame to themſelves, by their 
wicked Works, 
Fur- 
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Furthermore, I believe, that the Goſpel is 
the appointed Means by which God will gather 
in his Ele& to CHriſt; and his Foundation ſtands 
ſure, having this Seal, the Lord knows them 
that are his; and he ſends his Goſpel to a Place, 
becauſe he has a People there to gather in, 

This Goſpel is the glad Tidings of Salvation 
by Grace, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, as | believe; and 
the preaching of Chriſt I believe to be our doc- 
trinally Laying a ſure Foundation for Faith, or 
for Sinners to build upon, and that ſafely, for 
eternal Life, for other ſure Foundation no Man 
can lay. 

The Church of God inviſible, I believe to 
conſiſt of all the Elect, choſen in Chrift, enrol- 
led in Heaven, redeemed by his Blood; and this 
is the Number of them, of whom he was given 
7 to be the Head, and by Union with him, they 
become Chriſt myſtical. 

> [I believe that Chri/t has inſtituted his viſible 
Churches in the World, wherein he has his 
Word duly preached, Officers duly choſen and 
* ordained, Ordinances duly adminiſtred, Rule 
and Order duly obſerved, Members duly ad- 


2 mitted, upon their giving an Account, ſome 


Way or other, to the Church's Satisfaction, 
of a Work of Grace on their Souls, approving 
2 themſelves by a Converſation becoming the 


2 goſpel Diſcipline, duly put into Execution 


1 againſt Offenders, in order to preſerve his 
> Honour in his Houle. 
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I believe that Baptiſm is an Ordinance of 
Chriſt, to be adminiſtred in the Name of the 
ſacred Trinity, by his Authority ; that Water 
is to be applied to the baptized, as a Sign and 
Token of God's Covenant, and as a Repreſen- 
tation of the Down-powerings of the Spirit in 


Regeneration, and of the Application of the 
Blood of Chriſt; I believe that adult Believers ? 
are the legitimate Subjects of Baptiſm, if not 
baptized in their Infancy, as in the Apoſtles 3? 
Days; and that the Infants of thoſe that are 


Believers, thoſe who know and profeſs the 
Truth, who keep to, and walk in the Ways 
of God, who are not avowed Enemies there- 
unto, have a Right to have this Ordinance 
adminiſtred to them, as of old, in the ſame Age 


of the Church; and as in the Church of the 
Fews they had a Right to Circumciſion, in- 
ſtead whereof Baptiſm was inſtituted, and in- 


troduced into the New "Teſtament Church. 
The Ordinance of the Supper, I believe to be 


an Ordinance of Chriſt's own Appointment, to 


be kept up in the Church, to the End of the 


World: 'That Bread is to be broken and re- E 
' ceived, Wine poured out and drunk, in that 
ſacred Ordinance, with Thankſgiving; to hold 


forth the Death of the Lord Jeſus till he come, 


to keep up a Remembrance of his Body and ; 


Blood, and to celebrate the exceeding and 
matchleſs Love of a dying Saviour : Believers 


only are the lawful Subjects of this Ordinance, 
for they only are ſo qualified for it, as is ns 4 
- | ot 
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f ff of all that partake thereof; even that they be 
able to diſcern the Lord's Body by Faith, fo 
as to feed ſpiritually upon his Merits, Blood, and 
Righteouſneſs; and to approve themſelves by a 
ſuitable Converſation, to be true Penitents and 
real Believers in Chriſt. "48 
l believe that it is the Duty of every one who 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious, and have 
received never ſo ſmall a Meaſure of Faith, to 
give themſelves up unto, and to join themſelves 
with a viſible Church of Chriſt, according to 
bis Will, that they may with them partake of 
2 this holy Ordinance of his Supper, and keep up 
a freſh Remembrance of his dying Love, and 
enjoy his Preſence, and hold Communion with 


him in this, as in other Ordinances of the 
= Goſpel, 
XZ I believe, as it is my Duty to be inſtant, in 
Seseaſon, and out of Seaſon, in diſpenſing of the 


Word; fo it is the Duty of People to attend 
on the ſame, and to wait upon God in other 
Parts of publick Worſhip. 

Is alſo believe, that Prayer and Singing of 
2 Pſalms are moral as well as ſpiritual Duties; 
and as they are moral, tis the Duty of all Men 
do pray and ſing Praiſes to God, eſpecially in 
the Publick Worſhip of God; and more eſpe- 
2 cially to pray privately and ſecretly ; but abun- 
3 dantly more the Duty of the Saints, who are 

under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to it, of all 
Men in the World beſides ; and ſhould theſe 
be ſilent, the Stones in the Wall would cry our. 
D 2 Theſe 
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Theſe Things I firmly believe, and all 
Things elſe, which I, for Brevity's Sake, may 
have omited, revealed in the Scriptures of 
Truth; and hope and defire I may be enabled 
to maintain them to the End ot Life, in the 
Face of all Oppoſition, as being ſet in my 


Work for the Defence of the Goſpel. 


1 | Now, To the one Supreme God, Father, 
Y Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be Glory for 


ever. Amen, 
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Being the Day appointed by his MAJESTY 


For a GENERAL THANKSGIVING. 


By EDWARD HITCH I N. 
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